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Welcome back 
 
Welcome back!  
 
What a superb start to the new year we have had! All our children have settled in quickly, eager to learn after 
their exciting time away from school.  
 
Thank you for your support in ensuring they are in school promptly and appropriately dressed. They  
have made an excellent start and made a very positive impression on all our teachers. All children are now fully 
immersed back into playing together, worshipping together, and eating together. Two year groups of school 
have actually never done any of those activities and they have been so enthusiastic. Yesterday we actually 
sang together for the first time in 18 months, it was heaven to hear all their beautiful voices, it really lifted 
the mood. I’m hoping we can continue in this vein whilst continuing to be vigilant with cleaning, handwashing, 
and a heightened awareness of illnesses within school. 
 
Over the Summer holidays our School has been a hive of activity with all teachers in school  
establishing their outstanding learning environments.  
 
A special welcome to Miss Scully who has joined us in Year 2, Miss Field who has joined us in Year 3 and Mr 
Jackson who has joined us in Year 6, they have all settled well into the new normal of school life at St. 
Matthew’s and I am sure they will all be wonderful new additions to our team. 
 
Over the holidays Mr Snape has also been busily maintaining our school and we have also had many outstanding 
jobs completed; the drain which caused the flooding last year has been replaced, our school hall floor has 
been renovated and the new hardstanding area has been a welcome addition to enable parents of our younger 
children to wait inside the front gates to save waiting in the road. 
 
The last part of the jigsaw is a new school roof which is due to be replaced, work commencing October half 
term. 
 

Reminders 
 
This year we would like to continue to encourage all children to come to school in their PE kits on PE days. This 
has saved a great deal of time for actual PE lessons to take place. 
 
Thank you to parents for following our guidance regarding dropping off and collecting. Now all children 
understand where to go in the morning can I request parents leave them at the back gate to walk up, staff are 
always there to welcome their children and on the back gate if parents do have any concerns. 
 
Please can I ask if you do have any worries at all you either speak to staff at the gates or come into the main 
reception as we have had a few parents wandering into cloakrooms which can become a safeguarding concern. 
 
Please come in and make an appointment to see Mrs Clark, Miss Wilson, or a member of the Senior 
Management Team if you have any concerns via the administrative office. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, I think we are all looking forward to a much brighter year. 

 
 
 



Dates for your Diary 

 
24 September Macmillan Day 
   
28 September Class Photographs 
 
21 October Pupils’ flu vaccinations 
 
25 October Break up for Half term 
 
1 November Back to school 
 
2/3 November Bikeability Year 6 
 
Thursday 16 December Break up for Christmas 
 
Friday 17 December PD Day 
 
4 January Back to school 
 
 

Well done 
 

Summer achievements!  
 
Oliver achieved his 25 metres during the holidays via the summer clubs 
provided by the council at Oakengates leisure centre.  Oliver is  particularly 
proud as he hasn't had any swimming lessons since the first lockdown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Over the summer holidays Robert completed his 200, 400 & 800 metre distance badges in swimming as well as 
completing the gold stage.  
 
 

Macmillan 
 

On Friday 24 September we will be supporting 
Macmillan Cancer Support in a different way to pre-
covid. 
 
We will be asking children to wear something green 
to school and donating £1 for the charity. 
 
We will also ask for a plate of cakes to be brought 
into school and 
children will sell 
these in their 
classes. 
 
Any leftover cakes 
will be sold on the 
playground to parents 
at the end of the 
school day. 


